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Jesus’ birth at Christmas,
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forgiveness, humility and peace.
Christmas is an obligatory
and indispensable holiday
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from guiltless selfishness
to striving to follow His example
of service to God and our fellow man.
That is worth celebrating.

By Joanna Fuchs
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As Christmas began in
the Heart of GOD Let us
Complete that love
: by extending our
to all - K Hearts to others.
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In the early 1930s, Margaret
Kisilevich and her sister Nellie
gave a Christmas gift to their
neighbors, the Kozicki family,
which was remembered by
them all their lives and which
has become an inspiration to
their families.

Home to Margaret back then
was Two Hills, Alberta,
Canada—a farming community
populated largely by Ukrainian
and Polish immigrants who
generally had large families
and were very poor. It was the
time of the Great Depression.
Margaret's family consisted of
her mother and father and their

along to Margaret's family.
Alberta winters were cold,

long, and hard, and one
particularly cold and difficult
winter, Margaret and her sister
Nellie noticed the poverty of
their neighbors, the Kozicki
family, whose farm was a few
miles away. When the Kozicki
father would take his children
to school on his homemade
sleigh, he would always go into

15 children. Margaret's

mother was
industrious and her
father was

enterprising—and with
all those children, they
had a built-in labor
force.

Consequently, their
home was always
warm, and despite

their humble
circumstances, they were
never hungry. In the summer
they grew an enormous
garden, made sauerkraut,
cottage cheese, sour cream,
and dill pickles for barter. They
also raised chickens, pigs, and
beef cattle. They had very little
cash, but these goods could be
exchanged for other
commodities they could not
produce themselves.

Margaret'’s mother had friends
with whom she had emigrated
from the old country. These
friends owned a general store,
and the store became a depot
for folks in the area to donate
or trade surplus hand-me-down
clothing, shoes, etc. Many of
these used items were passed

the school to warm himself by
the potbelly stove before
returning home. The family’s
footwear consisted of rags and
gunny sacks cut into strips and
wrapped about the legs and
feet, stuffed with straw, and
bound with twine.

Margaret and Nellie decided
to invite the Kozicki family, by
way of the children, for
Christmas dinner. They also
decided not to tell anyone in
their family of the invitation.
Christmas morning dawned,
and everyone in Margaret's
family was busy with the
preparations for the midday
feast. The huge pork roast had
been put in the oven the night

before. The cabbage rolls,

special bumt sugar punch had
been prepared earlier. The
menu would be rounded out
with sauerkraut, dill pickles,
and vegetables. Margaret and
Nellie were in charge of getting
the fresh vegetables ready,
and their mother kept asking
them why they were peeling so
many potatoes, carrots, and
beets. But they just kept
peeling.

Their father was the
first to notice a team
of horses and a sleigh
packed with 13 people
coming down their
,//; lane. He, being a
horse lover, could
recognize a team from
a long distance. He
4 asked his wife, “Why
are the Kozickis
coming here?” Her response to
him was, “I don't know.”

They arrived, and Margaret's
father helped Mr. Kozicki stable
the horses. Mrs. Kozicki
embraced Margaret’s mother
and thanked her for inviting
them for Christmas. Then they
all piled into the house, and the
festivities began.

The adults ate first, and then
the plates and cutlery were
washed, and the children ate in
shifts. It was a glorious feast,
made better by the sharing of
it. After everyone had eaten,
they sang Christmas carols
together, and then the adults
settled down for another chat.

Awami Mohabbat



| suppose everyone
remembers his or her first
Christmas gway from home.
The reas n for being away
might have been mission or
military service, student life, or
employment. Whatever the
reason, that first Christmas
away is a poignant memory for
all of us. To those who have
been away from home at
Christmas, or who may be away
from home this year, | dedicate
my own such remembrance.

In my case it was my service
as a missionary. For 19 years |
had enjoyed Christmas
surrounded by family and
friends. | suppose in my youthful
self-centeredness | had never
considered spending it any
other way.

Then, as the Yule season
approached in 1960, | found
myself half a world away from
all that. | had been in England
less than three months when,
on the first of December, | was
summoned to the mission office
to meet Elder Eldon Smith,
newly arrived from Champion,
Alberta, Canada—my first junior
companion. We were sent to
open missionary work in the
conservative city of Guildford, in
the county of Surrey, an area
that had never had Latter-day
Saint missionaries and, to our
knowledge, had only one
member hidden somewhere
within its boundaries. We were
young, inexperienced, and a bit
overwhelmed, but we were not
fainthearted.

We registered with the police,
arranged for lodging, and,
initially unable to locate our lone
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member of the Church, threw
ourselves into the only thing we
knew to do—knock on doors.
We knocked on doors in the
moming, we knocked on doors
at midday, we knocked on
doors in the afternoon, and we
knocked on doors at night. We
rode our bicycles through those
streets in what must have been
the rainiest British December in
history—or so it seemed to us.
We were wet in the morning, we
were wet at midday, we were
wet in the afternoon, and we
were wet at night, but we kept
knocking on doors. And we got
in almost none of them.

So it went until Christmas Eve,
when people were even less
inclined to hear a couple of
missionaries “from the
colonies.” That evening, weary
but devoted, we retired to our
one-room rental and had a
Christmas devotional. We sang
a Christmas hymn and then
offered an invocation. We read
from the scriptures and listened
to a tape recording titled The
True Story of Christmas. Then
we sang another hymn of the
season, said a closing prayer,
and went to bed. We were too
tired to have visions of
sugarplums dance in our heads.

On Christmas morning we kept
our morning study schedule and
opened the two or three
packages that had caught up
with us following our transfer.
Then we went out to knock on
doors. We knocked in the
morning, we knocked at
midday, we knocked in the
afternoon, and we knocked at
night. We didn’t get in any of
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them. For such an uneventful
Christmas—clearly the least
festive of any | ever had before
or since—it says something that
those special days in December
of 1960 remain in my heart
(after more than 50 years!) as
one of the sweetest
Christmases | have ever had. |
think that is because for the first
time in my life, | found myself
understanding Christmas rather
than just enjoying it. | think for
the first time in any truly
significant way, | was getting the
message of Christ’'s birth and
life—His message and His
mission and His sacrifice for
others.

| should have made that
connection at an earlier age, but
| hadn’t—at least not strongly
enough. But that Christmas in
England—as a cold, wet,
somewhat overwhelmed
19-year-old—I “got it.” | can truly
say that because of my mission,
Christmas, like so many other
aspects of the gospel, has
meant more to me every year
since that experience.

On this Christmas | send my
love to every missionary, every
man or woman in the military,
every student, and every
employee and traveler who
won't “be home for Christmas,”1
as the carol says. Keep your
faith. Look for the good in your
situation. Do something kind for
someone. Seek Christ devoid of
wrapping and tinsel. You will
find that despite external
circumstances, Christmas—like
the kingdom of God—is “within
you” (Luke 17:21).
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THE/BEST CHRISTMAS EVER

The Best Christmas Ever
At this season of the year, the
airways are filled with the
music of Christmas. My heart
often turns to home and to
Christmases past as | listen to
some of my favorite Christmas
songs, such as this one:
Oh, there’'s no place like
homeFor the holidays, 'cause
n o matter
How far away you roam
If you want to be happy in a
million waysFor the holidays,
you can’t beat
Home, sweet home.

1O0One
writer said:
“Again
Christmas,
abiding
point of
return. Set
apart by its
mystery,
mood and
magic, the season seems, in a
way to stand outside time. All
that is dear, that is lasting,
renews its hold on us: we are
home again.”
2President David O. McKay
(1873-1970) declared: “True
happiness comes only by
making others happy—the
practical application of the
Savior's doctrine of losing
one’s life to gain it. In short,
the Christmas spirit is the
Christ spirit, that makes our
hearts glow in brotherly love
and friendship and prompts us
to kind deeds of service.
“It is the spirit of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, obedience to
which will bring ‘peace on
earth,’” because it

means—good will toward all
men.”

3 Giving, not getting, brings
to full bloom the Christmas
spirit. Enemies are forgiven,
friends remembered, and God
obeyed.

The spirit of Christmas
iluminates the picture window
of the soul, and we look out
upon the world’s busy life and
become more interested in
people than things. To catch
the real meaning of the “spirit
of Christmas,” we need only
drop the last syllable, and it

becomes the “Spirit of Christ.”

Remembering Him
When we have the spirit of
Christmas, we remember Him
whose birth we commemorate
at this season of the year. We
contemplate that first
Christmas day, foretold by the
prophets of old. You, with me,
recall the words from Isaiah:
“Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel’
4 —meaning “God with us.”
On the American continent,
the prophets said: “The time
cometh, and is not far distant,
that with power, the Lord
Omnipotent ... shall dwell in a
tabemacle of clay. ... He shall
suffer temptations, and pain.

... And he shall be called
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”
5
Then came that night of
nights when the shepherds
were abiding in the fields and
the angel of the Lord
appeared to them, announcing
the birth of the Savior. Later,
Wise Men journeyed from the
East to Jerusalem, “Saying,
Where is he that is born King
of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are
come to worship him. ...
“When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with
exceeding great
joy.
“And when they
were come into
the house, they
saw the young
child with Mary
his mother, and
fell down, and
worshipped him: and when
they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.” 6
Times change; years speed
by; but Christmas continues
sacred. In this marvelous
dispensation of the fulness of
times, our opportunities to
give of ourselves are indeed
limitless, but they are also
perishable. There are hearts
to gladden. There are kind
words to say. There are gifts
to be given. There are deeds
to be done. There are souls to

be saved.
ORW
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The sheets were frozen hard, and they cut the naked hand;
The decks were like a slide, where a seaman scarce could stand;
The wind was a norwester, blowing squally off the sea;
And cliffs and spouting breakers were the only things a-lee.
They heard the surf a-roaring before the break of day;
But ‘twas only with the peep of light we saw how ill we lay.
We tumbled every hand on deck instanter, with a shout,
And we gave her the maintops'l, and stood by to go about.
All day we tacked and tacked between South Head and North;
All day we hauled the frozen sheets, and got no further forth;
All day as cold as charity, in bitter pain and dread,
For very life and nature we tacked from head to head.
We gave the South a wider berth, for there the tide race roared;
But every tack we made we brought North Head close aboard:
So's we saw cliffs and houses, and the breakers running high,
And the coastguard in his garden, with his glass against his eye
The frost was on the village roofs as white as ocean foam;
The good red fires were burning bright in every ‘long-shore home

The windows sparkled clear, and the chimneys volleyed out;

And | vow we sniffed the victuals as the vessel went about.
The bells upon the church were rung with a mighty jovial cheer;
For it's just that | should tell you how (of all days in the yea
This day of our adversity was blessed Christmas morn,
And the house above coastguard's was house where | was born.
O well | saw the pleasant room, the pleasant faces there,
My mother's silver spectacles, my father's silver hair,
And well | saw the firelight, like a flight of homely elves,
Go dancing round the china plates that stand upon the shelves.
And well | knew the talk they had, the talk that was of me,

Of the shadow on the household and the son that went to sea;

L

And O the wicked fool | seemed, in every kind of way,
To be here and hauling frozen ropes on blessed Christmas Day.
They lit the high sea-light, and the dark began to fall.
‘All hands to loose top gallant sails,' | heard the captain call
By the Lord, she'll never stand &' our first mate, Jackson, cried.
'It's the one way or the other, Mr. Jackson, ' he replied.
She staggered to her bearings, but the sails were new and good,
And ship smelt up to windward just as though she understood.
As the winter's day was ending, in the entry of the night,
'We cleared the weary headland, and passed below the light.
And they heaved a mighty breath, every soul on board but me,
As they saw her nose again pointing handsome out to sea;
But all that | could think of, in the darkness and the cold,
Was just that | was leaving home and my folks were growing old.

Merry Clmstmas & New Year ﬂ/
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seclusion.

5. Dictate some
lessons of Jesus to
the children

And, it's Christmas again
and it calls for spreading
the message of Jesus, he
expects us all to be his
messenger. Start it with
you own little children who
are not that well known to
the principles of living. It
will be a great way of
helping the society and
helping your children.

6. Say Bye-Bye to
Resentments & Send
a Sorry Note

And, Christmas
celebration is the perfect
time when you can say
bye-bye to all the past
resentments with people
around. It is the perfect
time to make up for all the
relationships and start it all
over again. Let love flow in
it's with its real essence;
let the light of enlightment
glow all through the world.

These are some perfectl
g

perfect ways of
celebrating Christmas
2018 that will not only
satiate your soul and
nurture it with positivity but
will all help in spreading
the pious and benevolent
message of Jesus Christ.
Let the crusty experiences
vanish with this effort of
beautifying not only your
said home but the home
that the whole universe
makes.

Ty SEIL 3L 7
+92-300-4676617
301 4754125

Rev. Falak Sher
- Chairman
- s___p_al fellowship ministry «
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Best Way Of Celebrating Christmas

Jesus Christ gave
world the lesson of love!!
He taught us that we all
have the same source and
are related to each other in
some way or the other.
Moreover, why only a few
of us actually just exist and
do some good to
our existence.

If you speculate
you will come to
know that only
few of us only
understand  the
real message of
the almighty.
There are just a Y
few of us who fan [
the flames of the |
real potential and |
savor the |3
beautifully created magic
of God.

Christmas is around the
corner and it's the time you
can find out the best way
to celebrate this beautiful
day. Here are a few of the
spectacularly sophisticated
ideas of  celebrating
Christmas 2017. Here we

go

1. Help the Poor and
underprivileged

And, Jesus was sent to the
earth to help people
understand the
significance of giving and
the compassion that it
emanates. And, helping
somebody soul to fill
satisfied can be the

greatest investment one
can ever make in the
lifetime. One of the best
ways to assure the
almighty that you are
following the teachings of
Christ.

2. Vow to finance a
child's education

If you really want to be
mindful and invest in
something really
meaningful, then make it
point to finance a child's

P vou  know

education on Christmas
day 2017 celebration. |If
not all make sure that you
choose one life, one child
arbitrarily and give him/her
a bright future same as
you think of giving to your
own child.

3. Gift to Show your
affection

Mm@ Make sure that no one is

missed!! Gift everyone
closely
irrespective of what may
be the distance between
you two. It does not
matter what is the

L material value of your gift

R but, it will definitely bring
i that shower of smile on
j| their face.

4. Spend time in an

elderly home

The angels first came to
convey the arrival of the
Jesus on the earth, to the
Shepherds and in that way
God wanted to convey us
the message that, power is
about making others
powerful. And, it would be
a great idea to spend
quality time in an elderly
home talking to those
beautiful left hearts living
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